Time of worship prior to the
prayer walk

Joshua and his mom, Joyce, ready
to do some serious prayer walking!
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Prayer Walk at Santee by Linh Ly

A group of SVCHA volunteers,
supporters, and staff from various churches
and communities held a prayer walk on
Saturday, April 15" around the Santee
neighborhood in San Jose, a possible new
site for the clinic. About 20 people came to
walk around the neighborhood, hear from
God, pray for families, and claimtheland in
the name of Jesus.

Since our inception in 2001, our ministry
has grown with more health professionals
and dedicated prayer volunteers coming on
board. This past year we began to pursue
opportunities for expansion. When an
opportunity opened up in the Santee
neighborhood to relocate to their community
center, we were excited to seek God's
guidance in this direction.

The prayer walk was areally amazing
time of hearing from the Lord. Six teams
were sent out into the neighborhood and
asked to report back on what they observed
and sensed from God. It was amazing to see
how God spoke to different people of His
vision for the Santee neighborhood. Asthe
groups walked, they also prayed for barriers
and fences between neighbors to be broken
down. Some saw visions of children filling
the community center, pictures of the com-
munity coming out of their doors and being
"in community" together, and the neighbor-
hood as fertile soil for planting of the gospel.
Others sensed that the community would
have “new life” in the natural aswell asthe
spiritual realm as families came together and
their homes became houses of prayer and
worship. The environment would be
transformed by the children and youth who
would be like prodigal sons returning to God
and proclaiming the good news to their
family and friends.

www.svcha.org

All were encouraged that the
community center so readily gave their key
to the community room to us. We prayed
that they would likewise give the key of
their heartsto Jesus. The same sentiment
was echoed when prayer volunteers were
received warmly as they walked through
the neighborhood.

One volunteer was very excited after
the prayer walk as she expressed, “God is
awesome. He has shown us his plans...
I'mredly excited.” A physician at the
clinic also added, “Praise God for al the
signs of hope and healing in this neighbor-
hood.” Some members of SICAC aso
remembered the history of God®presence
in the neighborhood, from CityTeam®
Kids@Clubsin the past, to SICAC®current
tutoring of kids from Santee and the
Lighthouse of prayer that isthere now. “It
all clicks’ and “it makes sense” rang in
some people’s heads as they nodded in
agreement as more and more shared.

Asyou can see, we were all encouraged
at God® promises of restoration and
healing in the neighborhood. We will
proceed with continuing to explore
eventually moving the clinic to Santee.
The San Jose Strong Neighborhoods
Initiative group has been areal blessing to
us with their willingness and openness to
work with us.

Our next step is to conduct a needs as-
sessment survey, most likely in July. This
will be an opportunity to go door to door,
meet the neighbors, and ask them questions
about their health care access and health
concerns. Please pray with us as we take
the next steps and continue to hear from
God and follow hisleading. All of usat
SVCHA welcome local churches and com-
munities to join usin this exciting stage.

info@svcha.org




Dr. Cheryl Thieu at her desk

Our current clinic site at
CityTeam Recovery Center

Two Years of Faithfulness by cheryl Thieu, MD

It's hard to believe that SV CHA has now
been in existence for two years! Where have
we been this past year and where are we
going? Last summer, we were challenged to
explore opportunities to expand our ministry.
We had ateam of physician consultants from
the Christian Community Health Fellowship
(www.cchf.org) come to give technical
assistance to our clinic. Theseindividuals,
who have seen God's mighty work in their
own Christian faith based clinics, encouraged
our team to consider expanding into the
underserved community at large, beyond the
walls of CityTeam. They sensed exponential
growth opportunitiesif we were to consider
moving to aresidentia area, where we would
have alarger community to draw from.

Soon after their visit, we began to pray for
God’'s leading to discern if thiswasthe
direction He wanted us to move forward in.

As we began to seek and knock, several
doors opened, but then closed when we
began to explore them further. One door,
though, has consistently remained open — the
Santee Community in southeast San Jose,
east of McLaughlin Avenue, between Story
and Tully Roads. Aswe prayer walked the
community (see previous article for more
details), we were reminded of the history of
Christian ministry in this particular neighbor-
hood, most notably the Santee Bible Club
begun by CityTeam years ago. The fruits of
God’s work are still there today, as we have
been amazed by how receptive the

Farewell SVCHA! by edward Lee

At the end of June, | will be leaving San Jose to start medical
school at the University of Californiaat Los Angeles. | started
working for SV CHA two years ago, soon after graduating from
Stanford University. Asthe Volunteer and Development
Coordinator, | have had the privilege of helping to build many
of the foundational elements of SVCHA. | have worked closely
with the volunteer program, developing structures, recruiting
volunteers, and training prayer ministers. When the dental
clinic wasfirst getting started, | worked with Dr. Allen Vu to

Neighborhood Advisory Committee from the
San Jose Strong Neighborhoods Initiative
(SNI) has been to our presence. They have
offered us space in their to-be renovated
community center and even gave us the keys
to the center the weekend we had the prayer
walk! We are now eagerly moving forward
to explore a partnership with this community.

From a spiritual standpoint, we are also
growing and stretching. It has been easy to
rest on our laurels and accomplishmentsin
the past two years. | felt signs of an
unhealthy spiritual state of complacency
beginning to emerge as we became
comfortable with our own abilities instead of
being in a state of dependence on God.
Personally, | began to feel weary for the first
time since the inception of SVCHA, and this
was a sign to me that we were moving away
from where God wanted usto be. | went
through atime of personal repentance
followed by atime of renewa and
refreshment. Aswein SVCHA begin to do
the same, | sense a new beginning emerging.
A new team of leadersis being raised up
from our midst of faithful volunteers and
prayer ministers. New visions and dreams
are starting, and again we are faced with an
uncertain future that is daunting in scope and
magnitude. Hallelujah! Thisiswhere we
should be, depending on the Lord God
Almighty for our every breath. Pleasejoin
with usin prayer as we continue to seek His
wonderful leading.

get it off the ground. On the development end, | helped research
and write grants and networked with other non-profitsin the
Bay Area. | also worked asthe liaison to our partner
organizations such as CityTeam Ministries, Gardner Family
Health Network, and the Santee Neighborhood Action Center.

| feel extremely grateful for al these experiences and more at
SVCHA. Ever since asummer mission trip to Hondurasin high
school, | have had a strong passion to enter medicine and
practice among the poor. But it wasonly at SVCHA that |



GI’OWi ng B|t by B|t by Andrew Hwang, MD

Thanksto agrant we received at the
beginning of 2006 from The Health Trust
(www.healthtrust.org), a public benefit corpo-
ration committed to improving the health and
wellness of at-risk, underserved Santa Clara
County residents, we have been able to expand
our dental clinic to twice a month. We now
run the clinic out of our CityTeam site on the
first and third Saturdays of each month. Allen
Vu, DDS, our lead dentist, excitedly reports
that he and the dental team have increased
their capacity to treat patients more often,
resulting in decreased waiting times for
treatment.

In addition to the cleanings, fillings, and
emergency root canal treatments that we had
previously provided, the dental clinic is now
able to do more complicated root canal
procedures and surgical extractions. We have
also partnered with a dental lab to provide
dental crowns at half the usual cost, which has
allowed us to provide crowns to our patients.

Beyond the expanded services, a signifi-
cant development isthat the dental team has
moved beyond providing emergency services
to provide ongoing care for some individuals.
Not only has thisimproved the oral health of
our patients, but it has also given the dental
team to build more trust with patients and
have more opportunities to show and share the
love of Christ with them. Allen relates, “We

have better communication with [them] and
have been able to talk about Christ more. In
the past, we were not able to do [this]. So, |
think this was God’ s way for usto reach
some of these patients.” We are hoping to
continue to deepen relationships with those in
our target groups—the homeless who walk in
off the street, as well as the men who live on
sitein the residential drug and alcohol
program at CityTeam.

Finally, | would like to take a moment to
thank each of our current and past dental
volunteers. Besides Allen, Jim Khoe, DDS,
is the other dentist who currently works with
us. The dental assistants are Linda Tran,
Selina Chan, Joyce Chen, and Danette
Woods. Past volunteers were Gordon Lai, a
UCSF dental student at the time, and Janet
Cimolino, adental assistant.

What's Dr. Hwang doing
in a Santa hat?

Though we have just moved to twice a
month, Allen is already thinking about
expanding further. He believes that
operating the dental clinic every Saturday is
well within our reach. We are just looking
for committed volunteers and will provide
the necessary training for anyone interested
injoining this exciting and important
ministry. Please contact Allen at
haiallenvu@aol.com if you wish to become a
part of the dental team.
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Farewell SYCHA! (continued from page 2)

gained a clear picture of how faith, medicine, and justice can
intersect. God hasreally blessed this ministry with aradical
vision for His Kingdom. | am sad that my time with SYCHA
has come to an end. | will missworking with such faithful men
and women of God. Yet, | am excited for SYCHA and where
God will take this organization. | am confident that He has
great plans for this ministry to be alight in dark places. Heis
faithful to complete the good work that He startsin us.

| want to thank everyone who has made my work with
SVCHA these last two years such ajoy and reward. Please
contact me at eddielee@stanfordalumni.org just to say hi or how
| can be praying for theclinic. And | will keep you updated
about how medical school isgoing. Lastly, | want to ask for
your prayers as | transition to school and into the competitive
field of medicine. Please pray that | would seek the Lord with
al my heart, mind, strength, and soul to the glory of His name.
Farewell SVCHA!
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A House of Prayer by Lori T

One evening before the clinic day, the Lord brought me to my knees yearning
for the salvation of souls. Tears streamed as the knowledge of the deep emptiness
of that lost soul drove me to plea for forgiveness on behalf of that unknown
person, then claiming His Words. At the clinic the next day, a six and a half foot
tall African-American man walked in. While listening to him, the Lord led me to
Romans 6 to give meinsight on his hidden struggle with sexual addiction. After
his outpouring, | offered him the passage. Listening, helit up with alook of
surprise. He said, “How do you know me? That’s how |I’ve lived for the last forty
years? | just got out of prison for rape. Last night, | was under the bridge and was
tired of living my life, crying out to God to save me.” Afterwards, he received
Jesusin prayer and his hands were covered with tears, praying out the familiar cry
of the night before—for holiness, for a new beginning. Afterwards, he said that he
felt that something had been lifted off him.

Another time was when | walked out to the courtyard to round peoplein to the
clinic. My eyeslocked on a Latino man holding crutches. | went up to greet him,
offering help in any way. He had just missed the busto Valley Medical Center! He
was happy to hear about the unexpected free medical care. After seeing the doctor,
he shared about his situation of not being able to be with his family in El Salvador
because of hisjob, finances, and limited English. That was also the morning | had
brought in abox of Spanish Bibles. He walked away with a copy after hearing
encouraging words, gripped with arenewed hope.

How are we to reach people without fully understanding or experientially
identifying with sexual addiction, homelessness, divorce, or poverty? Prayer isthe
indispensable foundation by which we can reach into the depths of individuals.
That includes listening to the Holy Spirit while listening to people share from their
hearts, and then obediently responding to the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is the confidence by which | can serve--not based on my
credentials, wit, or experience, but being faithful, available, and humble. “But God
has revealed them to us through His Spirit...For what man knows the things of a
man except the spirit of the man which isin him? Even so no one knows the
things of God except the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians 2:10-11).

Lorri Tsai with one of her students

Our one-year anniversary last year




