
 

 SVCHA has entered a new stage in its develop-

ment as an organization .  It has taken me a while to 

realize that we are no longer a small group of friends 

sitting around a coffee table waiting for a dream to 

come to reality.  Now we are at a stage in our devel-

opment where roles and responsibilities are becom-

ing more finalized.  A defining moment for me which 

indicated that we had òcrossed overó was when we 

constructed our first org chart (!) several months ago, 

because lines of communication and responsibility 

were getting confused.  

 Along similar lines, we have now moved to a 

more formal organizational governance, 

with a true functioning board of directors .  

Since the inception of our organization, 

Andrew Hwang and I were the only two 

board members officially on the books, 

though we had an advisory board that 

met regularly.  As of early 2008, we now 

have five members on our board: Rever-

end Ted Kang, Manuel Uhm, Allen Vu, An-

drew Hwang, and myself.  In time, this board will be-

gin to function as a true board, directing the overall 

vision and direction of the organization.  Please pray 

that we will constantly be in tune to Godõs leading! 

 Next, SVCHA is more clearly defining its 

scope .  We have talked much about the Santee 

neighborhood for a number of years now, contem-

plating this community as a place for a future clinic.  

At this time, we have come to realize that a health 

clinic presence is not the most relevant or appropri-

ate means to reach this neighborhood for the Lord.  

Currently, both the San Jose Christian Alliance 

Church and  Peninsula Bible Church, Willow Glen, 

have teamed up to provide a regular ESL class there.  

This ministry has taken off and now represents a 

ministry separate and distinct from SVCHA with 

its own leadership team.  Thus, we have now 

come to focus our scope to the medical, dental, 

and spiritual ministries that we are doing at the 

CityTeam San Jose site.  

 In addition to defining our scope with re-

gards to location, we are also clarifying our 

scope of who we can see as patients .  While our 

heart is to serve all the underprivileged that 

come through our doors, we recognize that our 

capacity is limited.  At this time, we are focusing 

our efforts to only the homeless indi-

viduals that access services at 

CityTeam, as well as the men and 

women in the CityTeam recovery pro-

grams.  This decision was not an easy 

one to make.  But for reasons of ca-

pacity, as well as liability, we came to 

this conclusion.  We also felt that we 

would be the most effective for the 

Gospel by being a tighter partner with CityTeam, 

working with them òin obedience to Christ, pas-

sionately transforming individuals, their families 

and communities throughout the world 

(CityTeamõs mission statement).ó 
 It is a time of change for SVCHA.  We are 
growing in our maturity as an organization, and 
our changes are reflective of this.  
 

 Please pray that as we continue to move for-
ward, that we will seek our Lord God first and His 

Kingdom always.  
 

 Thank you for your continued prayers and sup-

port for us.  
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  also expressed a strong desire 

to help in any other capacity in 

the future with the dental minis-

try. 

All of the repairs and installation 

of the dental equipment has 

been done by Mr. Richard Ro-

mero.  For over a year now, 

Richard has blessed the dental 

ministry with his heart of service.  

He does not charge anything 

for labor, which may amount to  

easily over $5000.   Without his 

dedication, the x -rays could not 

be developed, the dental 

chairs would 

not work, the 

drills would not 

run, and so 

many other 

services would not function well.  

    Most importantly, all these 

blessings are used for Godõs 

purpose of sharing the love of 

Jesus and bringing salvation to 

those who believe in Him.  

When the patients see that there 

is an additional treatment room 

and new equipment, they feel 

that God cares for them.   When 

the patients feel how the 

SCVHA volunteers pray for 

them, they are lifted and have 

a sense of hope.  When the 

doctors and dentists treat them, 

they feel loved and importanté

all because of the love from 

Jesus our Lord.  

     As a volunteer, I am re-

minded of John 15:12 -14, 

 òThis is My commandment, that 

you love one another as I have 

loved you.  

òGreater love has no one than 

this, than to lay down oneõs life 

for his friends.ó 

 òYou are My 

friends if you 

do whatever I 

command 

you.ó  These verses that profess 

our love and reliance in the 

Lord Jesus are the reasons 

SVCHA does what it does.  It is 

much more than the medical 

and dental services that we of-

fer to the patients.  It is profess-

ing the love of Jesus in our lives 

and how we can share Jesusõ 

love to other people.  I feel 

grateful that I can witness to 

other people and bring glory to 

our Lord in the name of Jesus.  

The SVCHA Dental Ministry has 

been blessed in the last few 

months.  In March, Dr. Bettencourt 

donated over $17,000 worth of 

dental equipment and supplies to 

the ministry.  God truly turned a 

bad situation into good for Dr. 

Bettencourt .   In late 2007, Dr. Bet-

tencourt was notified that his of-

fice lease would not be renewed 

so he had to move out of the 

building where he has practiced 

for more than 20 years.  Since he 

is a few years away from retire-

ment, Dr. Bettencourt did not 

want to build again and wanted 

to scale back from private prac-

tice.  Consequently, he had den-

tal equipment and sup-

plies that he could sell.  

Through SVCHAõs con-

tact with the Santa 

Clara County Dental 

Society, Dr. Bettencourt  

visited the clinic and 

decided to donate most 

of the dental equipment 

and supplies to the den-

tal ministry.  He was com-

pletely excited that he 

could contribute to the 

clinic.  Dr. Bettencourt is 

considering how he could 

volunteer in the future with 

SVCHA. 

For over one year now, the 

SVCHA dental ministry has 

been trying to recruit a den-

tist with a heart to serve and 

skills and desire to do root 

canal treatments for the patients.  

God again came through with His 

perfect timing.  After the addition 

of the second room, SVCHA now 

has the capacity to have 2 den-

tists working side by side.  Dr. Rob 

Harley answered the call through 

the Santa Clara County Dental 

Society contact.  He  visited the 

dental ministry in April 2008 and 

immediately expressed a deep 

desire to serve, especially in the 

area of root canal treatments.  He 
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Dr. Rob Harley ready to see patients.  

 

Richard  Romero (L) with 

Dr. Bettencourt (R) dis-

cuss the dental  equip-

ment donations   

Dr. Manuel Betten-

court  

 donating supplies.  



 

As co -director at SVCHA, I would 

like to take some time to ac-

knowledge all of the volunteers 

who have helped to make this 

ministry possible.  As we are a 

volunteer organization, SVCHA 

would not even exist without all 

of you!  We certainly could not 

keep on seeing all of the patients 

in the medical and dental clinic 

and (more importantly) attending 

to their spiritual needs month af-

ter month if it were not for your 

time and efforts.  I would like to 

thank you from the bottom of my 

heart for helping us to keep on 

going!  

I would also like to encourage those of you who have not 

done so already to look into coming out and participating in 

our work firsthand.  Recently, we have been exploring differ-

ent ways for people to get involved beyond our prayer, 

medical, or dental ministries.  

First, we are encouraging 

people to come share a 

meal with a homeless person 

during our clinic hours.  We 

have adopted this from local 

churches that have found 

this approach a way to 

break the ice with the home-

less and get on the same 

level with them.  Often, peo-

ple who are homeless are just 

looking for a friendly smile and some kind words.  They can 

be ignored and passed up by society during the course of 

their days.  In the course of this conversation, you may feel 

the Spiritõs prodding and you can move into a discussion of 

spiritual topics or prayer.   A group of local Korean churches 

has been providing a BBQ meal at CityTeam for the home-

less on  Saturdays for years, so we welcome you to pack 

your own lunch or pick up something before you come and 

sit down with one of the homeless individuals in the court-

yard.  Doing this in a group may feel more comfortable and 

less intimidating, so we also welcome small groups to look 

into volunteering together.  In May, a group from one of our 

partner churches, San Jose Christian Alliance, came to have 

lunch with the homeless at the rescue mission.  We are hop-

ing that many more individuals and small groups can join us 

for a Saturday lunch.  Please contact Linh Ly 

(linh.ly@svcha.org) if you or your small group would like to 

learn more about this exciting new opportunity.  

Second, we have wanted to welcome families to minister 

together at SVCHA.  Building off a homeless backpack drive 

by another of our partnering churches, Grace Community 

Covenant, we have started distributing care packages at 

the clinic.  This past February, a group from 

Grace Community Covenant came and 

passed out care packages consisting of socks 

and hygiene supplies (soap, shampoo, 

toothbrush, toothpaste, etc.) to the homeless 

individuals gathered in the courtyard at the 

lunch hour.  It was very much appreciated by 

our homeless clients, as the group passed out 

55 pre -assembled care packages within 1 

hour!  It also gave individuals the opportunity 

to speak words of grace and hope to those 

whom they were helping.  This would be an 

easy way to introduce older children to home-

less ministry.  If you are interested in doing this, 

please contact Linh Ly (linh.ly@svcha.org).  I 

encourage you to either purchase or collect 

new or gently used socks and gather up some 

unused toiletry items to bring on the Saturday 

you choose to volunteer.  We also have a sup-

ply of previously donated items that can be 

assembled at the clinic for distribution on the 

same day.  

Finally, we still have opportunities for prayer ministers 

to work in our waiting room.  We have relocated the 

clinic waiting room to the chapel across the hallway 

from the clinic.  This has resulted in a larger group of 

individuals who are waiting to be seen by the doc-

tors and dentists.  Those who feel comfortable can 

start conversations with the men and women wait-

ing there.  Even if you feel that you cannot empa-

thize with a homeless person ñwe may not have 

been homeless before ñwhat homeless people 

most want is just a listening ear.  As mentioned ear-

lier, your investment of time often softens hearts so 

that the Spirit can guide the two of you into a spiri-

tual conversation or prayer.  This is what òfriendship 

evangelismó would be like with anyone else you 

might encoun-

ter.  Although 

it seems intimi-

dating, once 

you do this a 

few times, the 

Spirit will make  

it become 

much more 

natural to you.  

If you are more 

interested in roles behind -the -scenes, you may con-

tact Cheryl Thieu ( cheryl.thieu@svcha..org ) or myself 

(andrew.hwang@svcha.org).  For example, those 

who have a heart for prayer, but are not available 

on Saturdays, may become  intercessors to lift up 

our ministry.  We have also had dedicated individu-

als help with our bookkeeping and are looking for 

individuals to maintain our website.  

Thanks once again for your ongoing support of our 

ministry.  We hope to see you around the clinic 

soon.  Feel free to inform us of any other ideas you 

might have.  

  

VOLUNTEER WITH US 
 Andrew Hwang, M.D. 
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